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control. But the second will overwhelm him with diffi-
culty. For he knows what it asserts; he may have been
accustomed to regard the Aoyo^ as the technicality of an
extinct philosophy, and may be staggered to find it thus
imported into history and made the groundwork of what
aspires to be a permanent theology. It is at this point,
then, that the thinker will sigh, and you will hear him
murmur that it is a great saying, but he fears he shall
never believe it.

Thus Christian belief is fully as hard a thing as Chris-
tian practice. It is intrinsically as hard, and those
who do not perceive the difficulty of it understand it
just so much less than those who do. Christ's first fol-
lowers, as we have seen, were far from possessing the full
Christian belief. Not till long after his departure did
they arrive at those conclusions which are now regarded
as constituting Christian theology. In their position, we
have admitted, this was almost inevitable. The great
events upon which that theology rests, had either not
happened, or not been maturely considered. These diffi-
culties have been removed ; but have not other difficulties
taken their place ? Two may be mentioned which beset
the modern enquirer into Christianity, and often make his
theology as imperfect and confused as that of the crowd
of disciples who gathered round Christ.

1. To the first Christians the capital facts of Christ's life
were future and therefore obscure; to the moderns they
gather an almost equal obscurity from being long past.
The immensity of distance from which we contemplate
them raises many obstacles to belief. Before the theology
can be inferred from the facts they must be well authen-
ticated. Those who witnessed them or talked with those